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About SL and Ab Initio
Ab Initio SL HL

Year 2 years  More than 2 yrs More than 2 yrs

Content

Themes 
1. Individual & society	



2. Leisure & work	


3. Urban & rural environment	



!
20 topics	



A variety of text types

Core 
Communication & Media	



Global Issues	


Social Relationships	



!!!2 Options 
Cultural Diversity	



Customs & Traditions	


Health	


Leisure	



Core 
Communication & Media	



Global Issues	


Social Relationships	



!!!2 Options 
Cultural Diversity	



Customs & Traditions	


Health	


Leisure	


!!Literature (2 works)

Kanji 190 kanji 400 Kanji 600 kanji



Assessment Component
Ab Initio SL HL

Internal 
Assessment

Internal 	


Assessment

Individual	



Presentation of a visual 
stimulus	



(from a choice of 2)	


Part 1: Presentation	


Part 2: Follow-up questions

Individual 
Oral	


10%

Presentation and discussion of an 
unseen photograph with a tittle 

or caption, selected by the 
teacher. (from a choice of 2 

related to the options) 8-10 min.

Presentation and discussion of an 
unseen photograph with a tittle or 

caption, selected by the teacher. (from 
a choice of 2 related to the options) 

8-10 min.
Oral	



25%
Part 3: General conversation 
including at least 2 questions 
on the written assignment	



Interactive 
Oral Activity	



20%
Based on the core (3 activities)	

 Based on the core (3 activities)	



External 
Assessment

External 
Assessment

Written 
Assignment	



20%

Culmination of independent 
research	



in class under teacher super 
vision	



(400-600 characters)

Written 
Assignment	



20%

Based on the core	


1. Intertextual reading selected by 	


   the teacher: 3 sources	


2. A piece of writing (600-800 	


   characters)	


3. Rationale (200 characters)

Based on 1 of the 2 works of literature	


1. Creative writing (1000-1200  	


   characters)	


2. Rational (300 characters)

Paper 1	


30%

Reading	


4 written texts

Paper 1	


25%

Reading based on the core	


4 written texts

Reading based on the core	


5 written texts including 1 literature

Paper 2	


25%

2 writing	


Section A (100 characters)	


Section B (200 characters)

Paper 2	


25%

1 writing 	


(From a choice of 5 tasks 

requiring different types of texts 
related the options. 	


500-800 characters)	



2 writing 	


Section A (based on the options  	


               500-800 characters)	


Section B (based on the core 300-500 	


                characters)



Written Assignment
Ab Initio SL

When 2nd year 2nd year
Duration of the 

exam 2 hours in a sigle session 3-4 hours completed during school hours under teacher 
supervision, not in one setting.

How Hand-written Hand-written

Structure
Culmination of independent research about one of the 

themes ((individual and society, leisure and work, urban and 
rural environment) with the teacher’s guidance.	



1. Intertextual reading linked to the core	


2. Written exercise (= The Task)	



3. Rationale

Length	

 400-600 characters
1. 600-800 characters (3 different types of texts)	



2. 600-800 characters	


3. 200 characters

Objectives

1. To develop intercultural understanding by reflecting on 	


   differences and similarities between cultures 理解,内省	


2. To describe aspects of the target language culture(s) 描写	


3. To compare aspects of the target culture(s) with similar  	


   aspects in the student’s culture(s) 比較	


4. To develop language competence 言語能力

1. To demonstrate understanding of the core topic. 理解	


2. To organized the information from the sources in a 	


    manner appropriate to the text. 体系化	


3. To use the information from the sources to form a 	


    new text without coping. 言い換え	


4. To use language appropriate to the text type and 	


    purpose. 言語能力＋テキストの妥当性

Preparation time No formal amount of time	

 None	



Materials

2-4 sources (any text that contributes to the research 
process) may be generated by the student or the teacher 

or a combination of both, and can be in any language.	


Dictionary can be used.

3 different type of texts 	


The use of dictionary and reference material is 

permitted.

Assignment 3 sections 2 sections



Ab Initio Assignment
!

Section A: A description of the chosen topic 

Section B: A comparison of the differences and /or 
similarities between the chosen topic in the target language 
culture(s) and the student’s culture(s) 

Section C: A reflection related to the chosen topic 
1. Which aspect of your chosen topic surprise you? 

2. Why do you think these cultural similarities/differences exist? 

3. What might a person from the target culture(s) find different about your chosen 
topic in your culture(s)?



Ab Initio Preparation
• 1 student 

• January 27 - March 5 

• Read the materials and learned new vocabulary 
and grammar 

• Used Document on Google Drive to develop writing



Ab Initio Topics



4 sources

http://web-japan.org/nipponia/nipponia29/en/feature/feature06.html



4 sources

リンク切れ



4sources

http://raani.org/faq/



4 sources
• 第44課　「カレー」



Written Assignment
Ab Initio

When 2nd year

Duration of the exam 2 hours in a sigle session

How Hand-written

Structure
Culmination of independent research about one of the 

themes ((individual and society, leisure and work, urban and 
rural environment) with the teacher’s guidance.	



Length	

 400-600 characters

Objectives

1. To develop intercultural understanding by reflecting on 	


   differences and similarities between cultures 理解,内省	


2. To describe aspects of the target language culture(s) 描写	


3. To compare aspects of the target culture(s) with similar  	


   aspects in the student’s culture(s) 比較	


4. To develop language competence 言語能力

Preparation time No formal amount of time	



Materials

2-4 sources (any text that contributes to the research 
process) may be generated by the student or the teacher or 

a combination of both, and can be in any language.	


Dictionary can be used.

Assignment 3 sections

Section A: A description  

Section B: A comparison 
of the differences and /or 
similarities between the 
chosen topic 

Section C: A reflection 
related to the chosen 
topic 

1. Which aspect of your chosen 
topic surprise you? 

2. Why do you think these 
cultural similarities/
differences exist? 

3. What might a person from 
the target culture(s) find 
different about your chosen 
topic in your culture(s)?



Written Assignment
Tittle: 日本とインドのカレーについて



Written Assignment

506 characters



Q&A



Written Assignment
Ab Initio SL

When 2nd year 2nd year
Duration of the 

exam 2 hours in a sigle session 3-4 hours completed during school hours under teacher 
supervision, not in one setting.

How Hand-written Hand-written

Structure
Culmination of independent research about one of the 

themes ((individual and society, leisure and work, urban and 
rural environment) with the teacher’s guidance.	



1. Intertextual reading linked to the core	


2. Written exercise (= The Task)	



3. Rationale

Length	

 400-600 characters
1. 600-800 characters (3 different types of texts)	



2. 600-800 characters	


3. 200 characters

Objectives

1. To develop intercultural understanding by reflecting on 	


   differences and similarities between cultures 理解,内省	


2. To describe aspects of the target language culture(s) 描写	


3. To compare aspects of the target culture(s) with similar  	


   aspects in the student’s culture(s) 比較	


4. To develop language competence 言語能力

1. To demonstrate understanding of the core topic. 理解	


2. To organized the information from the sources in a 	


    manner appropriate to the text. 体系化	


3. To use the information from the sources to form a 	


    new text without coping. 言い換え	


4. To use language appropriate to the text type and 	


    purpose. 言語能力＋テキストの妥当性

Preparation time No formal amount of time	

 None	



Materials

2-4 sources (any text that contributes to the research 
process) may be generated by the student or the teacher 

or a combination of both, and can be in any language.	


Dictionary can be used.

3 different type of texts 	


The use of dictionary and reference material is 

permitted.

Assignment 3 sections 2 sections



Standard Assignment 
• The Task: Students produce a piece of writing that may be chosen 

from the recommended text types listed for paper 2 in this section. The 
subject of the assignment should have a specific focus, suitable for a 
piece of writing of *600-800 characters in length. The content must be 
linked to one of the core topics and based on the information gathered 
from the three sources—such as articles, blogs and interviews—
selected by the teacher. The length of each source must be *600-800 
characters. 

• The Rationale: Students must write a *200-word rationale including: 

1. Introduction of the assignment 

2. Statement of their aim(s) 

3. How their aim(s) have been achieved. (text types)



Standard Assignment 



Standard Topics
• Core!

1. Communication and Media 

2. Global Issues        

3. Social Relationship

Global warming, climate change, natural disaster



Standard Preparation
• 1 student 

• Experienced the Great East Japan Earthquake 

• Studied about 3.11 

 - Vocabulary building 

 - Kanji 
 http://quizlet.com/34685010/ib-earthquake-expressions-flash-cards/

http://quizlet.com/34685010/ib-earthquake-expressions-flash-cards/


3 texts: Book review
!

!

!

!

!

!

http://www.shinchosha.co.jp/wadainohon/363802/04.html

http://www.shinchosha.co.jp/wadainohon/363802/04.html


3 texts: Interview
!

!

!

!

!

!

http://www.news24.jp/articles/2013/09/11/07236069.html

http://www.news24.jp/articles/2013/09/11/07236069.html


3 texts: Blog
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

http://ishinomaki-photo.blogspot.com/2013/04/newlife.html

http://ishinomaki-photo.blogspot.com/2013/04/newlife.html


Standard Assignment
Core 
topic! Focus of 

sources Sources Topic of the 
assignment Text type Title of the 

assignment Rationale

Global 
issues

Natural 
diasters

1. Book review 
about the Great 
East Japan 
Earthquake !
2. Interview of 
the victims 
about new 
problems in the 
affected area !
3. Blog about 3 
good things 
about the 
affected area to 
welcome new 
people !
(These sources 
will not have 
been previously 
read in class)

Serious 
problem 
after the 
earthquake

Newspaper 
article

“” An 
explanation 
of the 
reasons for 
choosing 
the topic 
and text 
type



Written Assignment
No sample…



Q&A



Web Tools
• Google Drive 

• Quizlet 

• Evernote 

• Chrome Extensions 

 - Evernote Clipper



Web Tools for Individual Oral 


